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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

The level of difficulty this year was sim ilar to the past  year. At  the sam e 

t im e there is a resem blance in errors m ade. For exam ple, despite it  being 

tested in the past  few years consecut ively the use of negat ive future tense 

‘won’t ’ (which norm ally ends with a verb as a suffix in Swahili) ,  students st ill 

m ake the sam e m istakes as explained below:  

  

Qu est ion  1  Sen t en ces Test in g  Gr am m at ica l  Kn ow led g e  

 

This part  of the exam inat ion tests gram m at ical elem ents of the language. 

These aspects of the gram m ar are im portant  in st ructur ing sentences and 

need to be grasped at  this stage of language learning. Teachers m ust  pay 

at tent ion to these and it  is recom m ended that  students are not  only fam iliar 

but  confident  in using them . 

 

a)  We expect  the new pilot  not  to t ravel to Chine day after tom orrow. 

Test ing future negat ive tense on 3 rd person singular ‘asisafir i’;  this 

was som et im es given erroneously as ‘asih i t a j i ’ using n eed  as the 

verb instead of saf i r i  t ravel. 

b)  Maria’s grandfather now has agreed to live in the city of Dar es 

Salaam . Test ing reference to size kij ij i (dim inuit ive)  m j i (average)  

j ij i.( large)  A lot  of the students did not  different iate between j ij i and 

m j i, and so lost  som e m arks.  

c)  Mt Kilim anjaro is 2,277’ higher than Mt  Kenya. This was part icular ly 

t r icky because students did not  dist inguish between unit  of 

m easurem ent  feet  and part  of the body. 

d)  I  passed m y driving test  the very first  t im e. This quest ion looked to 

test  the qualifier ‘endesha g ar i ’ as opposed to sim ply ‘endesha’ which 

m eans diarrhoea. 

e)  I f they don’t  think we should go to the new swim m ing pool;  then we 

won’t . This quest ion tested the use of the verb in conjunct ion with 

future negat ive tense. This sequence negat ive subject  prefix ‘ha’ 

subject  infix ‘tu’ future tense infix ‘ta’ and the verb ‘enda’ to give 

‘hatutaenda’. A num ber of students did not  include the verb, and so 

gave the incom plete word ‘hatuta’. Som e students also did not  

different iate between the pronoun ‘they’ and ‘you singular ’ therefore 

erroneously giving ‘u kifikir ia’ instead of ‘w akifik ir ia’. 

I t  is recom m ended that  Swahili verb behaviour in sentence st ructure is 

covered. I n addit ion to this, verb derivat ives should be understood 

thoroughly so as to give candidates confidence in t ransm ission of m eaning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  2  Tr an sla t in g  in t o  Sw ah i l i  

 

I n this quest ion candidates are tested for t ransm ission and quality of 

language. The process of t ranslat ing into a target  language encom passes all 

aspects of the language including gram m ar and general vocabulary. The 

quest ion com prised of 3 parts. The first  part  defines a bank giving a variety 

of its uses. The second part  describes the surrounding and inside 

environm ent  of a part icular bank. The third part  describes the people often 

found in banks. The vocabulary therefore is m ore form al than inform al even 

though it  does not  rule out  som e ordinary statem ents. The following table 

shows a list  of som e of the words students found difficult . I t  is 

recom m ended that  teachers pay at tent ion to these and fam iliar ise their  

students with them :  

 

English 

words 

Correct  

Swahili 

words 

I ncorrect  

Swahili 

words 

Taxi 

 

Teksi/ taksi 

 

Texi/ texi 

 

Jacaranda 

 

Jakaranda 

 

Jacaranda 

 

Surrounded 

 

Zungukwa 

 

Suroundiwa 

 

Religious 

leaders 

Viongozi 

wa dini 

Viongozi 

m akanisani 

City  Jij i Mj i 

Account  Akaunt i Account i  

 

 

I t  is specially recom m ended that  words with sim ilar sounds as in English are 

dealt  with in term s of spelling. As above table dem onst rates, Swahili does 

not  have let ter ‘x ’ and let ter ‘c’ is not  used alone, and it  is usually 

accom panied by ‘ch’.  Also students should avoid m ixing English and Swahili 

as in above word ‘suroundiwa’ in form al exam inat ions. 

 



 

Qu est ion  3  Tr an sla t in g  f r om  Sw ah i l i  t o  En g l i sh  

 

The passage was a fam ily set t ing in the rural areas during school holidays. 

I t  was a com m entary on food and health issues. I t  discussed pros and cons 

of general diets especially habits that  lead onto obesity. While the 

t ransm ission was generally fine, the vocabulary was m ore problem at ic. The 

list  in the table below shows som e of the areas of weakness that  need to be 

addressed.  

 

Swahili 

word 

Correct  English 

word 

I ncorrect  

English word 

Mjane 

 

Widow 

 

Guest / young 

wom an/ aunt  

Jane 

I sitoshe 

 

Furtherm ore/ in 

addit ion 

I f it  is not  

enough 

Hivi 

karibuni 

 

Soon  Recent ly/  this 

welcom er 

Alifar iki 

 

S/ he died S/ he kicked 

the bucket  

Shangaa  Surprised  Shocked 

 

 

Note that  idiom at ic expressions like “kicked the bucket ”  were used in som e 

cases. I t  is recom m ended that  teachers discourage their  students from  

inappropriate language use.  

 

I n addit ion there was confusion in regards to gender – som e students wrote 

“m y aunt , he…”  or “m y aunt  who is a widower” . Besides, Swahili language 

dist inguishes between paternal and m aternal aunts. Very few candidates did 

this in the phrase “our paternal aunt  who is a widower” . I n order to avoid 

loss of m arks teachers should address this in the syllabus. 

 

Also, it  is worth not ing that  in t ranslat ion of the word “doctor”  in m ost  cases 

students assum ed that  this referred to a m ale doctor. There is no reason 

why this should be the case;  and such m istakes m ust  be avoided. 

 



 

Qu est ion  4   

 

Candidates were required to write an essay of about  250 words on the 

following topics:   

 

1.  Vot ing is every cit izen’s r ight .  

2.  ‘The internet  service should be free in our count ry.’ Do you agree? 

Why? 

3.  I m agine that  you are the chairperson of a debat ing club. You are 

listening to both sides of this argum ent :  ‘Speaking Sheng is bet ter  

than speaking standard Swahili’.  Explain what  viewpoints the 

part icipants hold and why. 

4.  Write a let ter to a fr iend describing your favourite athlet ic gam e. 

Ment ion your favourite players and why you like them . 

 

This quest ion tested com m unicat ion and content  and also the quality of 

language. This was done m ost ly just  sat isfactor ily but  in som e cases 

except ionally well.  However, som e students tended to m ake som e errors 

that  denied them  m arks they could have achieved easily. The following are 

points to consider. 

 

1.  I nstead of “upigaj i kura”  or vot ing, som e candidates wrote “upikaj i 

kura” , or cooking votes. This indicates confusion in sim ilar sounding 

words. 

2.  Om ission of consonants in words like “ kuj iweka”  or placing oneself to 

“kuj ieka”  

3.  Confusion between adject ives “ye yote”  anybody and “yo yote”  

anything 

4.  Candidates who chose the let ter opt ion did not  necessarily rem em ber 

to place the address date topic etc or even to conclude the let ters.  

These are serious om issions when one is writ ing a let ter.  

5.  Som e candidates used Swahili idiom at ic expressions perfect ly and to 

their  advantage. Other candidates just  listed these without  any 

obvious link between statem ents m ade. Swahili proverbs enhance 

com m unicat ion but  again these in som e cases were just  thrown 

around at  random  without  dem onst rat ion of a deeper m eaningful 

understanding of Swahili.  This if anything devalued the quality of 

language. 

6.  Candidates do not  seem  to know that  there is no division of words in 

Swahili.  For exam ple, “ tunahitaj i”  or  we need should not  be writ ten 

as “ tuna hitaj i”  

All topics were at tem pted, and m ost  candidates dem onst rated confidence in 

the essay writ ing st ructure. I n addit ion, the quest ions on vot ing and use of 

the internet  were the m ost  popular. The let ter writ ing opt ion had a nearly as 

popular response but  those who chose it  were not  necessarily equipped with 

the let ter writ ing pre-determ ined st ructure. 



 

 

I t  is recom m ended that  teachers pay special at tent ion to essay writ ing 

skills;  let ter writ ing skills and reported speech skills (necessary for quest ion 

3) . Candidates at  this level ought  to have acquired enough vocabulary and 

gram m at ical st ructures to be able to express them selves confident ly. I t  is 

very im portant  for students to realise different  types of let ters and different  

requirem ents in essays. 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

I nternat ional Regional Offices at  www.edexcel.com / internat ional 

 

 

For more informat ion on Edexcel qualificat ions, please v isit   

www.edexcel.com  

 

Alternat ively, you can contact  Customer Services at  

www.edexcel.com / ask or on +  44 1204 770 696 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered com pany number 872828  

with its registered office at  Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE 

 
 

  


